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WHAT'S INSIDE



 “God has perfect timing; never 
early, never late. It takes a little 
patience and a whole lot of faith… 
but it’s worth the wait.” Anonymous 

Scrolling through my camera roll reveals the conflict 

I feel when it comes to God’s timing. 

• March 10, 2020, there is a picture of a large crane constructing the 

new Pathfinder Church sign and entry mark in front of our new plaza. 

• March 11, 2020, I see a screenshot for an article “How does SARS- 

CoV-2 spread?”

March 2020 was supposed to be a culmination of several years of hard 

work. 3-1/2 years beforehand (Fall 2016), I invited you to lean in, step up, 

and break out, through a ministry vision called NEXT. The intention was to 

better position ourselves (and our campus) to reach people with the life 

of Jesus. You responded and we got after it! Our church started moving 

forward with vigor: 

• Twice listed as one of the fastest-growing churches in America (2018 

and 2020). 

• A 2019 name change met with great press and tons of new interest 

from our community. 

• Full Getting Started orientations, weekly baptisms, thriving kids and 

students ministries. 

• Community partnerships in STL, Nicaragua, and Cambodia bringing life 

beyond West County. 

• Our online audience exploded. 

• Countless stories of life change. 

With construction complete and our new brand launched, March 2020 

was supposed to be when we would pivot and put ALL our energy into 

one thing: pursuing people like never before! And then… well, you know. 

By faith, I trust that God’s timing is perfect. Inspired by the history of the 

Israelites, who after an interruption of “biblical proportions” (70 years of 

exile from their land), had to first decide to return home after living as 

expats, then to rebuild their temple, city walls, and 

civilization, and finally to reimagine their purpose in 

light of a changed world. Over the next two years, 

that’s what we will also do. 

It’s time for us to survey the damage of the last year, 

to shake off the grief, fear, and angst and to embrace 

a new season, inspired by these words from 

Ecclesiastes:

There is a time for everything, 

and a season for every activity under the heavens:

a time to tear down and a time to build,

a time to tear and a time to mend,

He has made everything beautiful in its time.

Your leaders have been working for over a year 

and we’re inviting you to join us wholeheartedly in 

pursuing our new ministry plan (outlined in the next 

pages). Regardless of what the last 18 months have 

cost us, together we will Return, Rebuild, Reimagine.
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Everyone who calls Pathfinder home has a part to play in our future.

We’re asking you to make a financial commitment, no matter the 

amount. Commitment is an important discipline to practice. Jesus 

talks about the significance of making a commitment over and over. 

It’s also a powerful, encouraging way you show your leaders that you 

stand with them!

God's Timing
BY DION GARRETT | LEAD PASTOR



RETURN
We will first call our people to return to community, flesh and blood relationships. 

We will move toward in-person church attendance, and return to a life of mission! 

As an organization, we will return to our pre-COVID path, living out our brand pillars 

and bringing together imperfect people in pursuit of a whole life! 

When I walked through the doors again for the first 

time, it was an emotional experience. I have missed 

being in church with other people, so much more 

than I realized. I love our church family. And I love 

seeing new faces every week. It's so exciting to 

be back.”"
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Much of life survived the pandemic unscathed, but there are things that need to be 

rebuilt: relationships strained by distance or dissonance, lives rocked by the loss of loved 

ones, household economies set back by pandemic realities. As a ministry, we have lost 

givers and volunteers. To thrive in our future, we must rebuild what has been knocked 

down, including volunteers and givers. We will also focus on rebuilding parts of our 

aging campus infrastructure, as our campus “comes of age” in the next few years.

REBUILD

Each week, we've seen returning and NEW families. 

Kids are excited to be here! Volunteers have not yet 

returned at the same levels. We need more volunteers 

in order to continue offering excellent kids ministry, 

which is true of all of our ministries!”"
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What we’re returning to and rebuilding will look different! God is not in the business 

of taking us backward but forward. As many people are rethinking careers and 

reassessing their deepest values, our ministry is reimagining what it means to be 

a church. In addition to providing great weekend experiences, we want to trailblaze 

new paths that will help more people find greater wholeness in every part of their lives. 

The Pathfinder of tomorrow will be a new iteration of the Pathfinder we love today. 

And many more people will be reached by our focus on a whole life. 

REIMAGINE

I see a lot of ministries who are shutting their doors 

because they can’t see a way forward in this post- 

Covid world, not Pathfinder. They are crushing it with 

technology and new strategies for engaging people 

online. Can’t wait to see what you're going to do next.”"
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Return • Rebuild • Reimagine will focus on several already 
identified ministry targets: 

Increase outside awareness of our ministry. 
From how we market ourselves or how we serve, we want to be a beacon 
of what’s RIGHT in the world. 

• Build positive rapport through serve initiatives like Prosper the City, Missions Week, and more.
• Manage and actively raise awareness of Pathfinder online as a way to extend our reach. 
• Reach diverse audiences in a changing West County. 
• Address the age gap (18–30). 
• Continue promoting the unique opportunities at St. John School.

Continue wise technology investments. 
Technology has been essential to our expanded reach and is a trademark 
of our ministry approach.

• Develop an App to assist people on their Whole LIFEjourney. 
• Continue investment in our online Pathfinder community through live stream and new strategies. 
• Invest in technology improvements in Pathfinder Kids & Students environments.

Steward our aging campus infrastructure.
Our campus is our largest financial asset, we must protect it by investing in 
aging infrastructure as it comes of age.
While this will be funded through congregationally-approved debt financing (May 2021), it will also 
require the attention of our leadership to implement well. In the end, we’ll not only rebuild critical systems 
(HVAC, Roofs, Security, Fire Monitoring), but we’ll reimagine them to be greener and more cost-effective. 

Focus our ministry on the “Whole Life” of Jesus.
Not everyone is looking for a weekend service or great Kids Ministry, but 
everyone is after a whole life. By helping people live a whole life, we get to 
introduce them to Jesus, the author of wholeness.

• Reorient church programming around a “whole life” approach, while maintaining strong weekend ministry.
• Recruit community partners for collaborative work towards this focus.
• Help you become living billboards for wholeness.
• Call a third teaching pastor to provide additional leadership, preaching, and care.

Ministry Targets Giving Targets
Like many organizations, Pathfinder has experienced a decline in giving during the last 18 months. 

In order to fulfill our ministry vision, we need to grow our annual giving by at least $1.6 million over 

the next twenty-seven months.

Your Commitment is Needed
We will ask you in September to make a commitment and we want everyone who calls Pathfinder home 

to participate. The pledge is from October 2021 to December 2023 for a total of 27 months.

Now is the time to start reflecting on how much you gave to Pathfinder in the last 6–12 months and how God is 

calling you to move along the Generosity Journey to keep the work of Jesus alive in our community at the level 

you expect from our ministry!

GIVING NEEDED TO FUND OUR MINISTRY

$4,050,000

$4,500,000

$4,950,000

$5,300,000

Current Level FY 21/22 FY 22/23 FY 23/24

$5,500,000

$5,000,000

$4,500,000

$4,000,000

$3,500,000

$3,000,000
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The Generosity Journey Generosity is the heart 
of God.
He was the first, most generous giver, as evidenced by 

his gift of the world to us at creation and then by the 

gift of his son Jesus on the cross.

Generosity is God’s plan 
for everyone.
God intends giving for all people, not just those who 

have been materially blessed, because it is a way by 

which we can grow in faith.

Generosity through 
tithing is a best practice.
Tithe literally means one-tenth and historically 

represented the first and best. Honoring God with 

the first and best of what we have serves as a great 

guideline for giving. We believe in the blessing of the 

tithe (10%) as a spiritual best practice.

Generosity is about what 
God wants for you, not 
from you.
God doesn’t need our gifts, but He wants us to have 

the full life that comes from living generously. When 

we honor God with our giving and faith, he promises 

a full life of blessings that are spiritual and material.

Scan to watch Dion's 

full message on 

The Financial Way.

 The Power        
 of Tithing
Generosity is the way we can reorient our desires 

from earthly stuff that doesn’t really satisfy or 

even last, to things that last forever.

What lasts forever? Two things. Jesus’ Kingdom 

and the people who receive Jesus as the King. 

But, generosity does not only remind us of what 

is most important to us, but WHO. Generosity is 

a reminder that more than wealth or any earthly 

possessions, we need Jesus to help us get 

through life. And by giving to him first, that’s my 

way of INVITING him in… of shifting my desire 

and my dependency to someone else.

For Christians, giving to God first is called “the 

tithe,” it literally means 10%, off the top (Malachi 

3:10). When we tithe we fully invest ourselves in 

God’s work and his mission, because that’s the 

stuff that will last forever.



What are My Next Steps?
Pray
What should I pray about?
Ask God:

• Who are the people that I see every day that need to know the love of Jesus?

• What gifts has God given me that I can use to serve others?

• Is it time for me to take a step on my Generosity Journey? (see previous page) 

• Is there anything is holding me back from making a commitment?

Take a Retreat
Why a Personal Retreat?
In Spring of 2020, the Pathfinder Staff was challenged to take a personal retreat as part of our strategic 

planning. For many of our staff, it was rated as one of the most significant spiritual experiences of that year. 

Our staff firmly believes that anyone would benefit from a personal retreat and encourages everyone to give 

it a try. 

What is a Personal Retreat?
A personal retreat is an opportunity for you to go off on your own and talk with God, seeking to discern your 

personal next steps or find answers to questions. A personal retreat is typically a half day (2-3 hours), but longer 

can work. It is intended to be done alone, but depending on the ages of your children, could be done as a family 

as well.

How do you plan a Personal Retreat?
Carve out some time in your schedule and pray through the four questions above (or add your own).

Scan QR Code for 

more detailed Personal 

Retreat suggestions.

I’d never tried a personal retreat before, but once 

I began I knew almost immediately that I needed 

to have one annually, if not more often.”"

Pledge
On September 11/12, we will ask everyone who calls Pathfinder home, to make a pledge. 

The commitment is from October 2021 to December 2023 for a total of 27 months.
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FAQs

Key Dates

HOW WILL RETURN. REBUILD. REIMAGINE. ADVANCE 
OUR MISSION?
RRR was created with our mission as the foundation, to bring together imperfect people in pursuit of 

a whole life. We have set four specific ministry targets to help us stay on track.

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RRR AND THE 
EXISTING ONE FUND?
Every contribution to God’s work at Pathfinder Church is a contribution to our RRR initiative. Every aspect of 

the ministry vision God is calling us towards will be funded through RRR. There will NOT be separate funds. 

Every gift made will go into the same RRR fund. Therefore, every weekend becomes an opportunity to celebrate 

and contribute toward all that God is doing in and through Pathfinder Church.

WHY IS MY PARTICIPATION SO IMPORTANT?
We want everyone to participate in RRR because we believe that everyone, from children to grandparents, can 

be blessed by learning to give generously, trust God to provide for our needs, and be part of something that is 

making a difference in people’s lives.  

WHAT IS THE LENGTH OF THE COMMITMENT TO RRR?
RRR is a 27-month initiative (October 2021–December 2023). Feel free to give weekly, monthly, or annually, 

whatever works for you.

WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER TAKING A STEP ON MY 
GENEROSITY JOURNEY?
RRR is an opportunity for you to make an intentional decision to begin your Generosity Journey. Giving 

is one of the few things you can do that comes with a guarantee of life transformation. As you give, 

something changes within you. You will begin moving on a journey from impulsive giving to intentional, 

courageous, and even to being a fearless giver. God will bless you in unexpected ways through your giving, 

even in difficult circumstances.   

WHAT IF I AM UNSURE OF MY ABILITY TO GIVE?
Even in times of scarcity, God wants our hearts. So, start by praying and consider taking a step of faith. RRR is 

about all of us coming together, taking a step on our Generosity Journey, and trusting God to do the rest. If you 

are in the process of paying off debt, we commend you, and you should continue to do so. But, the Bible does 

not teach that we withhold giving until we are debt-free. When we honor God first with our giving, He promises 

to be involved with every other aspect of finances. If you want to improve your financial position, consider 

attending one of our Financial Peace University classes. You can learn more at pathfinderstl.org/fpu.

Kickoff | August 14/15
Commitment Weekend | September 11/12
First Gifts | October 2/3

Learn more at pathfinderstl.org/RRR

How Do I Make 
a Commitment?
The weekend of September 11–12 will be Commitment Weekend at Pathfinder Church. We're asking for 100% 

participation from anyone that calls Pathfinder home.

Two Ways to Pledge

   In-Person
 Commitment Cards will be available in the church lobby. 

 Cards will also be sent to every home.

  Online
 Log into your account at my.pathfinderstl.org.
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SHARON
HUTSON
TEAM
For Every Move You Make.

D:314.614.4575
O:636.227.3456

Styles change 
over time...
And so can your needs. If 
your current living situation 
is less than ideal, I can help 
you find a better fit!

www.SharonHutson.com

MEMBER SINCE 1985

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of 

Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Convenience Stores

14181 Manchester Road
2401 Hwy 109

15670 Manchester Road

YOUR WISHES

GRANTED!

SAVE TIME! 
SAVE STRESS!
SAVE HASSLE!

AND CREATE EXTRA MAGIC!
 

At Magic Lamp Vacations, we go all
out to put together custom Disney

and Universal vacation packages that
generate magical, lifelong memories

for your family.

Diane Pfeiffer
 314-520-2760

www.magiclampvacations.com

Breathe Easier
with

15464 Olive Boulevard
Chesterfield 63017 

(across from Schnucks-Hilltown Village) 

Our Clinical Respiratory Program includes:
● State-of-the-Art Sleep Center on-site for fittings, assessments and education for all oxygen
    and CPAP/BiPAP patients.
● Top of the line equipment with an excellent selection of accessories and supplies.
●  Enhanced outcomes through a personalized approach to your care.

www.medresources.com

Please call us today to learn more about our respiratory services
and equipment.

===================================================

MedResources is the premier provider of home oxygen and sleep therapy equipment
including CPAPs and BiPAPs.   

636-530-4500
Fax: 636-530-4577

Jin Yi, RRT
Respiratory Therapist




