
Growing Deeper  
Flipping the Iceberg: Revealing the Breathtaking Kindness of God 
 
 
Week Three: In My Immaturity – The Grace of Patience 
Nehemiah 9:9-20 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. To start your FIFTEEN, think about something you’re currently waiting for. 

2. Read Nehemiah 9:9-20. List a few (of the many) ways God provided for the Israelites. 

3. Why do you think the Israelites would want to return to Egypt where they were enslaved? 

4. Immaturity naturally seeks out the familiar rather than embracing the growing process. What have you recently asked 
God to bring back into your life that is familiar rather than fruitful because you’re impatient waiting on your next 
season? 

5. Is it hard for you to wait or are you a naturally patient person? Think of some examples in your life that might help 
you answer that question.  

6. Spend the remainder of your FIFTEEN praying that God would give you the patience and wisdom to embrace the 
season you are in rather than hurrying to the next destination.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Two 
7. Spend the beginning of your FIFTEEN re-reading Nehemiah 9:9-20. What is your gut reaction to the way the 

Israelites treated God after all that he had done for them? 

8. If God acted according to human standards, what would he have done after their many stubborn and “stiff-necked” 
responses? 

9. Do you think God was ever tempted to withhold his blessing because of their behavior? 

10. Read 2 Peter 3:8-9. What does the Bible say about God’s patience and how he experiences time? 

11. When it comes to patience, how are God’s ways different than yours?  



12. Finish your FIFTEEN by meditating on Romans 4:6-8 and that God will never hold your sins and shortcomings 
against you. 

 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day Three 
13. Spend the beginning of your FIFTEEN reading Luke 15:11-32. How did the brother in the parable expect the father to 

react to the returning of the other son? How would you react in the brother’s shoes? 

14. How did the father in the parable actually respond?  

15. As the father points out, the other son had always been with the father, so he would have known the nature of his 
father. Why do you think the son expected the father to react against his nature? 

16. It is easy to project our own frustrations and impatient nature onto God, but he does not experience our growth and 
transformation the same way we do. He is not concerned with how far there is to go and how we have fallen short in 
the past, only that we are taking another step in the journey. What is something you have intended to do to strengthen 
your relationship with God but ended up falling short of your original intention? 

17. Keep in mind that God is only celebrating your victories and not tallying your failures. How does this change your 
perspective of the next time you fall short on a commitment to God? 

18. Spend the remainder of your FIFTEEN thanking God for his abounding patience and asking him to remind you of it 
often. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Four 
19. To start your FIFTEEN, google the size of a mustard seed for reference. Then take a moment to read Matthew 13:31-

34. 

20. The analogies of the mustard seed and the yeast both focus on the process rather than the result alone. If these are 
metaphors for the kingdom of God, what does this imply about its nature? 

21. When a tree is growing, do you typically notice a difference from day to day? Apply this same question to yourself: 
when you’re growing during a season of life, do you notice drastic changes often? 

22. According to Luke 17:19-21, when do we experience the Kingdom of God? 



23. Thankfully, God is not limited to our expectations. Even though we often try to make our relationship with him a 
“check the box” type relationship, he’s constantly pursuing us in a deeper way than our surface level, results-based 
expectations. What expectations do you have of God? Do any of those expectations need to be re-addressed? 

24. Finish your FIFTEEN by thanking God for his never-ending patience and constant pursuit of us, regardless of our 
shortcomings. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Five 
25. According to Deuteronomy 7:6, who were the Israelites in relation to God?  

26. Take a moment read Nehemiah 9:9-20 again. Since God is all-knowing, when he chose the Israelites as his people, he 
knew how they would treat him. Why do you think he still chose them? 

27. Did God’s pursuit of his people change due to their behavior?  

28. God has also chosen us as his children despite our sinful nature. How does it make you feel that God chose you as his 
child and wants to sustain an ongoing relationship with you even though he is aware of our impatience and 
immaturity? 

29. Spend the remainder of your FIFTEEN accepting God’s invitation to cultivate an ongoing relationship with him. 


