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Watching TV recently, specifically the loads 
of pharmaceutical commercials, I was struck 
by two powerful thoughts: 

1. “Thank God we live in an era filled with life-giving 
medical treatments!”

2. “Those side effects though! The cure sounds worse 
than the disease!” 

I don’t intend to criticize western medicine or Big 
Pharma, I’ll leave that to the presidential candidates :). 
But Jesus’ own words come to mind as a driver for my 
personal ministerial calling, “It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 1

It took me a long time to realize that issues of sin, 
righteousness, repentance, and healing are not merely 
spiritual matters, but they are realities that affect the 
whole person. We were created as a body and soul, 
and Jesus came to redeem and heal the body and the 
soul. Yes, there’s death and decay in this life, but we 
have the promise of a physical resurrection and a new 
spiritual body in the life to come—a new heaven and 
a new earth. 

What has become real to me is that anything that is 
of “spiritual good” is actually good for my whole being. 
It has temporal and eternal value, Pastors have long 
focused on the eternal value but to use the words 
of Jesus again, they should’ve “practiced the latter 
without leaving the former undone.” 2

Pardon the rabbit trail, I’ll get back to those pill 
commercials now.

The whole-life benefits of spiritual practices is an 
interesting area of study. Once you start looking, 
you’ll discover there is more science backing up 
the teachings of Jesus than you can imagine. The 
medical benefits of forgiveness and prayer are 
well documented. Recently, we’ve “discovered” the 
benefits of fasting and mindfulness for our mental 
and physical health. Of course, Jesus taught about 
all these things 2,000 years ago in a single chapter 
of Matthew’s Gospel. 3

Now, in my experience, most Christians believe their 
pastors when they’re told to forgive, to pray, to 
abandon the ruminations of worry for a more mindful 
way of living, and even to fast! But any pastor, no 
matter how well-loved and trusted, is immediately 
looked upon as suspect the moment he talks about 
the other issue Jesus addresses in Matthew 6, the 
issue of money. 

“Why does the church always talk about money?”

“Why do I have to endure those long reminders about 
giving each weekend. I don’t come to church for that!”

“I understand that the church needs money like any 
other nonprofit, but you’re overdoing it, you’re risking 
alienating your base!” 

And yet Jesus talked more about our relationship 
with our money and possessions than any other 
issue because he understood how important a right 
relationship with money is to right relationships with 
everything else! 
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b y  DION GARRETT S e n i o r  Pa s t o r

Scientific research has demonstrated that regular, 
practiced generosity will: 

• Lower your blood pressure 
• Ward off diseases
• Counter the body’s natural stress responses
• Better your relationships
• Make you happier (fight anxiety and depression)
• Extend your life

continued on page 3

GENEROSITY
The New Miracle Pill

One of the generosity researchers said, “If you were 
somehow able to package this into a compound, 
you’d be a billionaire overnight!”

Could it be that the reason we resist the call to 
generosity is that the powers of darkness, who 
delight in us staying sad, sick, and separated, are 
working overtime to keep us from discovering the 
whole-life benefits of this powerful “miracle pill”? 

Could it be that the reason Jesus taught on being 
generous with our money and possessions so much 
was that he knew how much life it would bring us?  
(and conversely how much death and pain we bring 
into our lives through withholding?) 

T H E  G E N E R O S I T Y 
T I P P I N G  P O I N T
What defines “generous” action? At what point can 
a person consider themselves generous? Truth is, you 
don’t have to own anything in order to be generous. 
Generosity can be as simple as smiling at a stranger. 
Generosity consists of the smallest of actions fueled 
by the mindset that “There is enough. No, there’s 
plenty!” And with each generous action, we take 

based on that mindset, the more abundant our 
thinking becomes and the more scarcity is uprooted. 
Every generous action, no matter how small, matters! 

But there is a tipping point. 

God has told us that when we are willing to be 
generous with at least 10% of our income, we 
experience a tipping point in our lives. At 10%, 
generosity becomes firmly implanted in us as our 
new way of living. At 10%, new blessings and benefits 
come into our lives, the kinds of things I talked 
about in the video series aforementioned. Like the 
giant bucket at the kids’ waterparks, God describes 
10% as a tipping point where he will, “throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store 
it.” 4

What floors me about this promise is that God in his 
grace sets the tipping point so low for us! He doesn’t 
say, “Once you’re generous with 51% then you’ll 
experience a breakthrough!” Instead, he built us with 
a much lower threshold. At 10%, a measly 10%, we get 
to experience this tipping point and cross over into a 
whole new world of blessing, perspective, and whole-
life benefits. 

This tipping point is REAL. So much so that few 
people ever go back and give less than 10%. I say 

“few,” truth is, I’ve never met anyone who has. The 
tipping point is so real that people often choose to 
keep going forward, giving 20%, 30%, 50% of their 
income because the return is better. There are even 
a few notable stories of wealthy businessmen who 
decided to give 90% and live off 10%, because of 
the benefits they discovered after crossing that 
tipping point. 

Let me be clear: 

• Generosity is beneficial in ANY form. 
• Repeated, intentional acts of generosity are 

even better. 
• Crossing the 10% line (tithing) is a tipping point to 

a whole new world of whole-life benefits. 
• After crossing the 10% line, many people find the 

benefits so far-reaching, they keep going beyond. 
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1 Luke 5:31–32, 2 Luke 11:42 3 See Matthew 6 4 Malachi 3:10–12

If you want to hear a little more 
about those things, I recently did 
a series of 2-minute video shorts 
on these subjects. You can see them 
all at pathfinderstl.org/generosity.”

OR SCAN WITH 
THE CAMERA APP 
ON YOUR PHONE

“
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One of the things I love most about serving 
at Pathfinder is getting to know the 
staff. Along with God’s Grace, they are 
the reason for our success. These people 

could make more money, have less stress, and work 
significantly fewer hours in the business world. I am in 
awe of the talent, dedication, creativity, and passion 
that our staff brings to serving God, our community, 
and our congregation.  

At a recent Board meeting, our agenda included 
working with staff on setting school direction 
(tuition rates and enrollment targets), managing 
Pathfinder financials (focusing on forecasting our 
cash reserves for the next two years), and NEXT 
Phase III (finalizing our landscaping plan, a plan to 
deal with a landscaping cost overrun, and hearings 
with the city of Ellisville on a multi-million dollar 
campus improvement project). On top of these 
responsibilities, our ministry staff prepared for six 
full-house Christmas worship services. Our church is 
a very complicated business. Considering the breadth 
of undertakings, it happens with a very lean staff! 
Never have I heard a staff member complain about 
the work or the hours.  If you want to feel God’s love 
and see the face of Jesus, just ask a staff member 
what they do and why they do it.  

The staff’s primary focus is always the mission: 
“bring together imperfect people in pursuit of a whole 
life.” The staff lives this out by investing hours into 
Bible-based teachings but also connecting with us all 
individually to strengthen us on our faith walk. 

When one of my sons was dealing with anxiety, we as 
parents were under-equipped to help. I reached out 
to Chris Toomey who spent time with our son and 
came to several sporting events. Chris taught and 
demonstrated God’s love. What an impact! Not just to 
my son, but to our whole family as we witnessed Chris 
living out our mission. As a CORE mentor (serving 
6th–8th grades), this was again demonstrated by Pua 
Parker and Jon Shepherd as they equipped mentors 
and personally made certain that each middle school 
student was known individually.  

The staff at Pathfinder constantly reminds me that 
although I have troubles, there is a greater cause 
and God wants us to be fulfilled in this lifetime here 
on Earth. The lyrics from Come, Now is the Time 
to Worship say...“the greatest treasure remains for 
those who gladly choose You now.” We all can have 
joy and treasure in the here and now because we 
know God.

I often feel the Holy Spirit when I am at Pathfinder. In 
those moments I feel rich, loved, and 
I feel whole despite my many imperfections. I love 
our church. It is where I feel most connected to 
God. It is where I choose to give my money and my 
time because I know our mission and our staff are 
righteous and worthy.

I feel blessed to be part of a church that is always 
striving, growing, relevant, and yet timeless in its 
mission. #ILoveMyChurch

b y  SCOTT MORRIS P r e s i d e n t ,  Pa t h f i n d e r  C h u r c h  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s 
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T H E  R E L U C TA N C E 
C R E E P S  B A C K  I N
Earlier, I made it sound like people’s distrust of pastors 
talking about money is unfounded. I know it’s not 
We pastors have gotten in the way of this important 
message. We’ve been tools of darkness in keeping 
people away from the miraculous benefits of generosity. 
Over the course of time: 

• We’ve threatened people with hell (or purgatory) for 
not giving enough. 

• We’ve stolen what was intended for God’s work and 
used it for our own benefit. 

• We’ve talked about generosity as an obligation rather 
than a blessing. 

• We’ve made generosity into something self-serving, 
only talking about it when we’ve needed to accomplish 
our missions and visions, while failing to help people 
understand the personal benefits of a generous life. 

As your pastor, I can assure you I’ve never threatened 
anyone with hell or stolen a dime, but I’m sure I haven’t 
gotten this right either. Even in this article, I’ve probably 
said something in a way that disturbed or outright 
angered you in some way. The powers of darkness are 
just that tricky. 

If that’s been the case, here’s what I’d ask you to do. 
Reread this article but take Pathfinder completely out 
of your consideration as the recipient of your generosity. 
While I believe we’re a church worth supporting, if that’s 
the part that is getting in your way, remove it from your 
consideration and consider taking a step forward in your 
generosity somewhere else! 

Generosity is the one prescription 
I know of that will not only cure 
a host of our mental, physical, 
and spiritual diseases but where 
the cure itself is a source of joy 
and meaning. 
 
Right now, what step is God prompting you to take? 
Take it! This is just too important.

Watch our video series on generostiy at 

pathfinderstl.org/generosity
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In our current series, The Lost Ways, we have 
been rediscovering some of the ancient practices 
that anchor our faith. Looking back at the early 
followers of Jesus, we see how their customs allowed 
them to experience their faith beyond intellectual 
understanding. Over time, Christians have lost some 
of the practices that helped the grace of God take 
root in our whole lives – not just our minds. 

The Holy Week Experience (HWE) allows participants 
the opportunity to put to use some of these ancient 
practices.  HWE is a self-guided series of interactive 
stations that offers the opportunity to pause from 
our busy lives to pray and reflect on the week leading 
up to Jesus’ death on the cross. It is updated each 

year with new insights and actions to prompt self-
examination and meditation. Each participant is given 
a guidebook that leads them through the HWE. The 
guidebook has scripture readings for silent meditation, 
suggestions for reflection, and prayer prompts. New 
this year, we will have an audio version available 
intended to be used with your own personal device 
and headphones. There’s even a version written 
specifically for younger children and families. 

Whether you take the journey on your own or with 
others, it is intended to be a quiet time of self-
reflection, examination and prayer. In short, it’s a great 
way to prepare yourself to celebrate Jesus’ ultimate 
victory over sin and death on Easter!
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E X P E R I E N C E  H O LY  W E E K

THE HOLY WEEK EXPERIENCE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 |  6–9PM

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 |  6AM–9PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 10 |  6AM–9PM

Experience takes approximately 
30–45 minutes. It is a great complement to 
the Good Friday services offered at 12pm, 
5pm, and 7pm on Friday, April 10.

The Holy Week Experience takes approximately 30–45 minutes, and is offered from 6pm–9pm on Wednesday, 

April 8, and 6am–9pm on Thursday and Friday, April 9 and 10. It is a great complement to the Good Friday services 

offered at noon, 5pm and 7pm of Friday, April 10.



FOSTERING TOGETHER
pathfinderstl.org/foster
Fostering Together is a new ministry here at Pathfinder 

that is focused on providing support to foster families 

in our community! Being a foster parent is physically 

draining and emotionally overwhelming, and while we 

aren’t all called to be foster parents, we can all help out. 

Join our Fostering Together network and start making 

a difference with us, because the one is worth it!

JOURNEY PARTNERS
We’ve launched a program for people both near and far, called Journey Partners. 

It equips people to walk alongside friends, family, or neighbors and share and grow in their spiritual 

journey together! If you would like to make an impact in others’ lives, this is a place to start!

PATHFINDER UNSCRIPTED
pathfinderstl.org/unscripted
We learn best when we engage with new material more 

than once. People have shared that when they talk 

about Pathfinder Church messages with others during 

the week, they internalize it better and notice things 

that they missed the first time around. So, to helpmodel 

spiritual conversations, Dion Garrett and Doug Mauss 

are now filming their own conversations about the 

message, including volunteers from our church! You can 

watch Pathfinder Unscripted on our YouTube channel!

GETTING STARTED 
ONLINE 
pathfinderstl.org/gettingstarted
With new technology come new opportunities! 

Many people from all over the world have 

connected with our church through streaming 

our worship and messages. We’ve now created 

a way for those people to become official 

members of Pathfinder Church through “Getting 

Started Online.” If you or someone you know 

loves our church and wants to be more involved—

even if you’re far away—come to our next Getting 

Started Online!

MARRIAGE JOURNEY
Marriage is one of the most important relationships we can have, which makes it 

all the more important that we invest in making our marriages ever stronger. 

Our newest Care Group, the “Marriage Journey,” is a conversation-based way for couples to get even 

better tools for loving and serving each other. Our next session will be in the Fall!

Be sure to join us for service the weekend of March 7 & 8 as we celebrate the one-year 

anniversary of becoming Pathfinder Church! And remember to bring your seed packet 

you received last year on the Pathfinder Launch Weekend!

• MARCH 7 & 8



On March 7 and 8, we will celebrate the 
investment you made in this ministry and the 
three phases of campus improvements that 

were made possible through the generosity of the 
NEXT campaign. I recently had visitors with me at 
church, and they were amazed by the life and activity 
in The Commons, commenting, “Pathfinder is not your 
average church!”

I especially cannot wait for this spring to see the 
new green spaces that will begin blooming from 
the exterior improvements and sowing of the seed 
packets. Being stewards of our campus is important. 
Our interior campus has over 200,000 square feet 
with buildings ranging from the 1960s to 2000s, and 
the time has come to invest in replacing and updating 
systems of our aging buildings. Beginning in July 
2017, we began a process of replacing our existing 
light bulbs with the more energy-efficient LED 
bulbs. At this time, we have converted 3,178 lights 
and eliminated 1,848 bulbs. Our Ameren projections 
show an estimated annual savings of 190,000 kWh of 
energy for a total of $17,000 savings to our electric 
costs. The impact of this change is the equivalent of 
powering 327 homes for one month, removing 33 
vehicles from the road and eliminating 54 tons of 
waste from a landfill. We have converted about 85% 
of the campus, excluding the Sanctuary. 

I am excited to share this news of how our church 
is taking much-needed steps to properly steward 
ministry resources. As we move forward and 
make additional upgrades, we intend to look 
for additional ways to be energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly.

b y  TRACY DUNN  D i r e c t o r ,  O p e r a t i o n s  &  F i n a n c e

9    Faith Matters

Stewards
of our
Campus

Facilities Advisory 
Committee Forming
We are forming a Facilities Advisory Committee 

and are seeking individuals with experience 

in HVAC, roofing, engineering, solar and/or 

construction to serve as part of this team.  

To learn more information about giving your 
expertise to be part of this team, please send 
an e-mail to tdunn@pathfinderstl.org.
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St. John School is a Personalized Learning 
Academy. Our innovative program recognizes every 
child as a unique individual. Our tailored design allows 
students to move through the curriculum in a way that 
enhances their skills and interests; and our focus on 
whole-person growth builds spiritual, leadership, and 
success skills in students. 

I am excited to share some of the momentum 
St. John School is experiencing.

• Our early enrollment numbers are the highest in 
3 years.

• Kindergarten Commitment Week welcomed our 
largest Kindergarten class in 3 years.

• Our open house attendance was the highest in 
4 years.

• Student achievement continues to rise in our 
Personalized Learning Program.

• Church and school staff are working collaboratively 
to enhance numerous aspects of our program.

• Our marketing presence is better than ever:

 » St. John School launched a new website in 
late January.

 » We’ve met with and provided school tours for 
reporters from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and 
West Newsmagazine.

 » Digital ad campaigns continue to grow 
community awareness.

 » Our church and school have partnered with 
several local neighborhood journals.

Our school is continuing its 164-year tradition of 
impacting the lives of students and families and the 
excitement is building.

• Sharing information about St. John School 
with friends or family with school-age children. 
Personalized learning is the future of education 
and our unique approach combines educational 
best practices, faith-based character development, 
and a caring, supportive community.

• Sharing on social media. If you see a story or 
advertisement, share it with your friends! 

• Writing a review on Google and Facebook! 
Help spread the word about the great things 
happening here.

• Scheduling time to check us out for yourself and 
see if it’s a fit for your family.

Our personalized learning approach is paving the 
way in education and we are thrilled to be the 
only school in West County offering this style of 
education. We honor each individual’s gifts and help 
to equip students with real-life success skills such 
as collaboration, creativity, and self-advocacy. We’re 
developing the next generation of world changers and 
we are excited to have you join us in this mission.

Learn more about St. John 
School at stjls.org

b y  SCOTT OSBOURN  P r i n c i p a l ,  S t .  J o h n  S c h o o l

H E R E ' S  H OW  YO U  C A N  H E L P !

Reminder for March 7 & 8 
Bring your seed packet from the 
Pathfinder Launch weekend last year!



What is your role at Pathfinder Church?
I am the Kids Ministry Director serving families through 
Sunday morning programming for Infants through 
5th grade. Our ministry consists of 3 staff members 
and 235 volunteers. It rises to over 600 volunteers 
for VBS. In the past 20 years, I have been on 
a journey from Nursery Coordinator to Early 
Childhood Coordinator to now Director.

What's your background?
I have a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education with 
experience in management.

What is your favorite time of year for Kids Ministry? Why?
Whenever our kids participate in the worship services. 
For the Bible Giveaway, Palm Sunday, and Christmas 
Eve, kids get to show our congregation how much 
they love Jesus and that gets me every time. And 
I love seeing the reaction of the adults who don’t 
get to experience “faith of a child” often. It brings 
us all back to that childlike faith and is a really 
special moment.

What do you love about VBS at Pathfinder?
We strive to shine in all that we do all year long, 
but VBS is when we go over the top! We roll out the 
red carpet for our community to focus on introducing 
kids to the God who made them, loves them no matter 
what, and desires to have a relationship with them. 
We really focus on kids who don’t know Jesus and, at 
the same time, seek to grow the relationship that kids 
may already have. It’s a huge celebration, and yet an 
intensive week growing in relationship with each other 
and with God. 

How has kids ministry changed over the past 20 years? 
How has parenting changed?
We’ve grown from flannel boards, desks, and chairs 
with one teacher to high-tech interactive, floor sitting 
small groups. Even my most seasoned leaders, who’ve 
been along for the ride, believe that we have moved in 
a more meaningful direction.

If you could give one piece of encouragement to parents, 
what would you say?
Parent for the future you want for your child. 
Parenting for the moment will influence your decision 
in a potentially stunting way for your child because 
you just see that it’s too hard.

Lightning Round:
Spouse: Ronald of 28 years

Children: Brendan and Cara

Favorite Family Activity: It used to be camping and 
family vacations but now it’s meals and games or 
movies together.

1-2 Resources Every Parent Should Utilize: 
Parent Cue! Nuff said! — theparentcue.org

Favorite Book: A Million Miles in a Thousand Years 
by Donald Miller

Favorite Movie: Narnia series

Favorite Band: Really anything 80’s

Favorite Song: Right now, “Broken and Beautiful” 
by Kelly Clarkson

Favorite Food or Restaurant: MiLupita

Favorite STL Destination: UCity

Favorite Vacation: Beach

Favorite Hobby: Yoga and Hiking

Hidden Talent: Art

STAFF 
HIGHLIGHT
LISA SCHMIDT
Kids Min istry  Director
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SHARON
HUTSON
TEAM
For Every Move You Make.

D:314.614.4575
O:636.227.3456

- Steve...?

SEE WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING!
“Mrs. Sharon Hutson is, without a doubt, the most 
professional, resourceful and knowledgeable real estate 
agent with whom we’ve ever worked. She has an intuitive 
sense of what needs to be done to attain the best results for 
her clients. We commend her personal and professional 
services without qualification.”

www.SharonHutson.com

MEMBER SINCE 1985

Convenience Stores

14181 Manchester Road
2401 Hwy 109

15670 Manchester Road
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