
Growing Deeper 
Guaranteed 
 
Week Four: I Will Provide What You Really Need 
Luke 12:22-34 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. Who’s the biggest worrier in your family? Who tries to make sure every possible contingency is covered so that no 

one is blindsided? Is it you?  

2. Are you in a season of blessing or struggle just now? Are things looking up or is the forecast still a bit gloomy?  

3. Read Luke 12:22-24. God makes an argument from lesser to greater… if He cares about lesser things don’t you think 
He cares about greater things? What would be a similar comparison for you? 

4. When God tells you not to worry, does that mean you don’t have to make an effort or work? What’s the difference?  

5. Read Proverbs 6:6-11. How does God feel about those who refuse to make an effort?  

6. Read Paul’s instructions in 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12. What two reasons does Paul give for Christians to be 
industrious?  

7. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for a greater trust in God to bless your efforts to provide.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Two 
8. How do you feel about the current welfare system in America? Is it too lenient or not as generous as it should be?  

9. Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10. During the Great Depression, the government established the WPA so people could find 
work to earn enough for life’s essentials. Do you think requiring work or drug testing is demoralizing for those 
needing assistance? What exceptions should be made?  

10. How do you help someone without discouraging personal effort?  

11. Have you ever been in a situation when you needed government assistance or help from family or friends? What did 
you learn from that experience?  



12. In the Old Testament, Jewish people could loan money for interest to gentiles but could not charge interest (called 
usury) to fellow Jews? Should you loan money to family or just give money if it is needed? What do you think? 

13. A problem developed when Jews would chose to loan money to gentiles rather than help their fellow Jews because it 
was not profitable. What does that tell you about human nature?  

14. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray to have a more gracious and generous heart towards family, friends and 
strangers.  

Spend FIFTEEN: Day Three 
15. Read Luke 12:22-34. What practical reason does the Lord give for refusing to worry in verses 25-26? 

16. Believers and nonbelievers both have immediate practical needs. What should be noticeably different about their 
attitudes?  

17. Why should faith in Jesus as your Savior make any difference regarding practical matters in life? (See Hebrews 4:15-
16 for insight.) 

18. Jesus talks about awareness of nature in Luke 12:22-34. How can observation of sunsets, sunrises, spider webs, the 
beauty of autumn, the movement of wildlife help in your daily sense of God’s provision?  

19. How would you rate your awareness of the ebb and flow in your daily life?  

20. Read Mark 6:31. How often do you retreat to a quiet place? When you take time off, do you retreat to a quiet place? 

21. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for greater awareness for calm in your life.  

Spend FIFTEEN: Day Four 
22. Read Luke 12:29-32. When it comes to priorities what does the Lord say should be our greatest concern?  

23. Why does the Lord say immediate concerns shouldn’t weigh heavily on the hearts of believers?  

24. What does Jesus say we should be concerned about in verse 30? What does that entail?  



25. Look at Matthew 6:9-13. Consider the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus’ suggestion about things that should occupy our concern. 
How many of those petitions are about daily needs? According to the Lord’s Prayer, what other things should occupy 
our attention?  

26. Why is it so hard to maintain God’s perspective when facing the reality of daily life?  

27. What’s the difference between worrying and giving proper attention to the details of life? Is the phrase “This too will 
pass” helpful or irresponsible?  

28. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray to maintain a healthy balance between a proper work ethic and attention to 
Godly priorities.  

Spend FIFTEEN: Day Five 
29. Read Luke 12:33-34. Is God against Christians owning earthly possessions?  

30. Hyperbole is the use of exaggeration for effect. What is God really saying in these verses? What is the difference 
between being a manager of God’s possession and considering everything you worked for yours to do whatever you 
want? How well do you walk that line?  

31. How do you “lay up treasure in heaven”? What does that mean?  

32. Look again at Luke 12:34. What follows your treasure?  

33. Isn’t that backwards? Shouldn’t it say, “Where you heart is, your treasure will follow”? Explain God’s meaning.  

34. Describe a situation or person where you invested significant amounts of treasure: money, time and emotional 
investment. How did that affect your feelings?   

35. Do you set aside a portion of your income and resources to serve the Lord in your life? If so, how does that affect how 
you feel about the work being done? Does your investment grow or reduce your interest in the results? 

36. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray that your life’s values would reflect the Lord’s priorities.  

 



Week Five: It’s Not All Up to You 
Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. Who is the wisest person you know? What made them come to mind? (Note: Being wise is not the same as being 

educated. Who comes to mind when you think of life experience and good judgement?) 

2. Read Matthew 11:28-30. When answering the first question, did the qualities of being gentle and humble enter into 
your choice? Why or why not?   

3. I often say, “Life is hard even when life is good, and life is not often good.” Do you agree or disagree with that 
statement? Compared to most, do you think life has been harder for you, easier, or about the same as others?  

4. What’s been your life’s greatest challenge — relationships, work, medical/physical, emotional, etc.?  

5. Are you a person of faith? Have you turned to the Lord for help in life, or up until now have you felt a separation 
between matters of faith and the grind of life? In other words, that God has little or no connection with your day to 
day challenges?  

6. What is the difference between praying for God to bless your life and asking God to direct you to the path He’s 
blessing?  

7. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray through the assigned reading, asking God to help you understand what He is 
saying.  

Spend FIFTEEN - Day Two 
8. Look again at Matthew 11:28-30. What is His invitation in verse 28?  How do you do that?  

9. Read James 4:7-10. What specific advice does James offer to grow closer to the Lord?  

10. Are you feeling close to or distant from God at this time in your life?  

11. When do you feel closest to the Lord: in worship, when alone, in Bible Study, listening to Christian music, etc.?  



12. Our church urges us to practice 1.1.15.6 - Give ONE DAY a week to God in Worship & Rest, Be someONE to 
another person in an intentional relationship, Spend FIFTEEN MINUTES a day in a faith-building discipline, and 
Live the SIX other DAYS serving God by serving others. Which of those activities is easiest for you? Which is 
hardest?  

13. Have you ever felt a strong prompting from God to pursue a specific course of action? If so, what/when was it? Do 
you expect God to personally direct activity in your life through a life experience or interaction?  

14. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Read Psalm 46:10, praying that the Lord would help you find quiet time with each 
other in the future.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Three 
15. Look again at Matthew 11:28-30. The Lord’s invitation was to those who are tired from carrying heavy loads. What 

tires you?  

16. If you were asked to describe a burden in your life that was nearly impossible to endure, what would it be?  

17. Where do you go for help when you are feeling overwhelmed? Is there a special friend, a special song, a Scripture, or 
a special place that helps you find peace in the midst of struggle?  

18. The Lord promises to give you rest. Have you ever heard the song “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”? It says, “O 
what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!” 
Do you agree? 

19. Have you ever fasted? Read Jesus’ words in Luke 5:33-35. If so, what benefit did you find in fasting?  If you haven’t, 
consider giving it a try.  

20. What does the term “rest” suggest? When is physical rest needed? When is emotional and spiritual rest needed?  

21. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray that the Lord would grant you a better understanding of rest and the ability to 
give it a higher priority in your life.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Four 
22. Look again at Matthew 11:28-30. Jesus said the key to rest was to take His yoke on your shoulders. What is a yoke?  



23. What do you think Jesus meant?  

24. How did the Lord describe His yoke? Does that describe your yoke?  

25. Read 1 Peter 5:6-11. What does this Scripture say about suffering? Is suffering a sign of unfaithfulness?  

26. Why do you suppose God allows faithful people to suffer?  

27. Is there a Christian you know who has undergone a demanding trial and overcome? What can you learn from their 
example?  

28. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for someone you know who is undergoing a test of their faith through hardship.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Five 
29. How is it that things often look impossible from the outside, but once you immerse yourself in them, they feel 

completely doable and even enjoyable? How is faith like that?  

30. So many things about the Christian faith seem unreasonable to nonbelievers, but perfectly normal to believers. Can 
you name an aspect of faith as an example?  

31. Read 1 Corinthians 12:3 and 1 Corinthians 2:4-10. What role does the Holy Spirit play in understanding God’s ways?  

32. How does the answer to question 31 help explain why nonbelievers often think Christians are foolish or crazy?  

33. Read James 2:14-19. Why are the good deeds of Christians so important?  

34. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus said, “Learn from me.” As you have read and observed the life of Jesus, what example 
has been most beneficial in your life?  

35. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray to be more like Christ in your interaction with nonbelievers.  



Week Six: You Will Live Forever 
John 3:1-21 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. Read John 3:1-10. Who was Nicodemus?  

2. What does verse 2 say Nicodemus did? When did he do it?   

3. Most members of the Jewish ruling council would not do what Nicodemus did. Yet he did, and in verse 2, we see 
Nicodemus calling Jesus by a specific title. What was it? Why is that significant?  

4. Why did Nicodemus assume that Jesus was legit?  

5. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate your understanding of the Christian faith? Nicodemus was an expert in the 
Jewish religion, yet lacked a basic understanding of his faith. How is that possible?  

6. What does it mean when people say, “He’s so smart, he’s stupid”? What’s the difference between knowledge for 
knowledge’s sake and true understanding?  

7. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for a humble spirit that is always willing to learn from others, believers and 
nonbelievers alike.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Two 
8. How would you describe the Holy Spirit to someone who asked?  

9. Read John 14:26 and John 16:7-15. What does Jesus predict will be the work of the Holy Spirit when He comes?  

10. Read Isaiah 55:8-11. How does God’s Word work? How should that change your approach to advocating for God’s 
truth? Can you argue someone into truth? What, then, should be your approach?  

11. Think about Jesus’ interaction with Nicodemus. At the end of the discussion Nicodemus went away with something to 
mull. Read John 7:45-52 and John 19:39. Where does Nicodemus appear again in the Bible? 

12. Read 1 Corinthians 3:4-9. What does Paul’s example help us understand about the matter of conversion and our role 
in it?  



13. How is bringing someone to faith similar to planting a crop?  

14. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray to be more relaxed in your discussion of faith with those who don’t yet believe, 
and allow time for God to work on their hearts.  

Spend FIFTEEN – DAY Three 
15. Read John 3:10-21. Jesus said, “We speak what we know and testify to what we have seen.” Why is the historic 

record of the Bible in both the Old and New Testaments so important?  

16. Would you prefer to trust someone who knows their facts, or someone who appeals to your reasonable nature? What 
is the difference between circumstantial evidence and facts?  

17. Is everything the Bible teaches reasonable? Explain. If not, why should you trust it to be true?  

18. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-7. What role does the Holy Spirit serve us in this life?  

19. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-10. How does the Holy Spirit help when we read the Bible?  

20. Why do you think people “hear” different things when they listen to the same sermon or study the same passage of the 
Bible?  

21. The Bible says that it is a living (i.e. dynamic) thing. What does that mean? 

22. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for an open mind and heart as you hear a message or read from the Scripture. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Four 
23. In John 3:14, Jesus makes a comparison to a time when Moses lifted up a snake on a pole in the Old Testament. You 

can read about that in Numbers 21. What was the point of comparison?  

24. Did Moses lift up the snake to assure the people who were dying that they would have eternal life or immediate 
physical life? What does that suggest about the sacrifice of Jesus?  

25. Read John 10:7-10. What reason did Jesus give for coming as our Savior?  



26. Is it common for Christians to practice “separation of faith and life”? In other words, do you think most Christians 
honor faith as something private and spiritual that has little relevance for day-to-day decisions and activity?  

27. Do you honor the often-heard phrase, “Religion and politics are two things you don’t discuss in polite conversations”?  
Why or why not? 

28. Read John 3:12. Why did Jesus say earthly truth was so important?  

29. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray for wisdom in managing your conversations with friends and family that they 
might see Jesus in your words and life. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Five 
30. Read John 3:19-21. There is much said in the Bible about “light” and “darkness.”  Why do you think God used those 

terms? 

31. How did light come into the world? Read John 3:16. For what reason did God send “Light” into the world? 

32. I have sometimes said, “God, who gave us Jesus, also gave us the Law, and for the same reason.”  What does that 
mean?  

33. Why does God care so much about our behavior? Can you think of two reasons? Why do parents care so much about 
their children’s behavior? How are these similar?  

34. Read Ephesians 5:8-17. Why does God call us Children of Light? What does that title imply? Who are children of 
darkness? What can be done for those in darkness?  

35. What is the value of living in the light? Does it have practical implications? Is it to your earthly benefit or only to the 
glory of God? Are the two compatible or distinct?  

36. Finish your FIFTEEN in prayer. Pray to walk in the light for your benefit, the benefit of your witness to others, and to 
the glory of God.  


