
Week Nine: Episode 09 
Mark 9:33-10:52 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. This week, we’re going to look at an amazing passage from Mark 10. Here, Jesus is essentially rejected by a rich 

young ruler. Read Mark 10:17-31. What jumps out at you? 

2. We learn that the rich young ruler was more concerned about his earthly possessions than his treasure in heaven. At 
first, this seems completely astonishing…but wait a minute. Think about your own possessions. List some of your 
most valuable possessions below. 

3. If you were new to the Church and were told to give up these things, would you? What might be difficult about this? 

4. Now, here’s the really tough question. Why does Jesus ask this man to sell his possessions? What can we learn from 
this? 

5. As you end your FIFTEEN in prayer, ask God to make you aware when you begin to value your possessions above 
the things that Jesus values.  

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Two 
6. As you start your FIFTEEN today, begin by answering this question: what is your personal definition of success? (It 

might help to think, “When _____, then I feel successful.”) 

7. Please know, this is something that so many people struggle with. Take your own answer to the above question and 
contrast it with this verse: “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that 
sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his 
law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.”  (Psalm 1:1-3) Be honest. How does your definition vary from this 
definition?  

8. Where do our ideas of success come from? Where do we learn them? 

9. When we think about success in America, we may think of the American Dream. We may also think of the amount of 
wealth we’ve accumulated or our status at work. However, using your answers to these first three questions, it’s easy 
to see that the way we’ve been taught to view success is not necessarily the way God views it. What is difficult about 
giving up the views we’ve been taught and moving toward God’s view of success? 

10. Spend the last part of your FIFTEEN in prayer. Ask God to reveal what needs to change as you strive for real success. 
Thank him for making you successful in Jesus. 



Spend FIFTEEN – Day Three 
11. Part of the reason we work toward success is to add things that we believe will add value to our lives. What are some 

of the most valuable possessions you have? This could be because of monetary or emotional value. 

12. How would you feel if those things were taken away? Would you be able to get back on your feet after losing these 
things? 

13. Reread Mark 10:17-31. The rich young ruler had many possessions that made following Jesus hard. In the end, he 
wouldn’t give up his earthly treasures. Jesus tells the rich young ruler to sell everything he had and give to the poor. If 
he did this, then he would have “treasure in heaven.” What do you think it means to have treasure in heaven? 

14. Why do you think we hang on to material possessions so tightly? Is it pride? Comfort? Security? Explain your 
thoughts on this. 

15. In the coming days, we’ll take a look at what it means to store up treasures in heaven. For now, read this passage from 
James 1:17: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows.” What does this tell you about the difference between our earthly idea of 
treasure vs. God’s definition of meaningful treasures? 

16. Finish out your FIFTEEN in prayer. Ask God to help you focus on treasures in heaven. Thank him for all the 
blessings he has given you. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Four 
17. If we really want to look at how God intends for us to use power and success, we have to look at the ultimate 

example: Jesus. Read Ephesians 1:20-21. What is comforting about this verse? 

18. From this verse in Ephesians, we learn that Jesus has been given all power and authority. Now, take a look at this 
passage from Philippians 2:5-8: “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” How do Jesus’ actions on Earth contrast 
the power he actually has?  

19. Here’s the thing. Jesus has all power and authority. At every moment of his life on Earth, he was God. Why would 
Jesus come to us in such humility instead of clearly asserting his power? 

20. By that same token, what does Jesus’ humility show us about how power and authority are meant to be used? 



21. How are you using your power or wealth? Do you want to change this? Spend the rest of your FIFTEEN in prayer. 
Thank God for using his power for our benefit. Thank him for what he taught us through Jesus’ example. Ask him to 
help you learn to use your own success to benefit others and glorify God. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Five 
22. Yesterday, we looked at how Jesus used his power to serve us when we could not help ourselves. How does this 

inspire you to use your own success for the good of others? 

23. In Mark 10, Jesus promises that if the rich young ruler sells his possessions and gives to the poor, he will receive 
treasure in heaven. During Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says these words: “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) Why is it so much better to focus on treasures in 
Heaven rather than earthly treasures? 

24. What can you do with your own wealth or possessions that will help you focus on eternity rather than the temporary? 

25. In case you were wondering, there is nothing wrong with having wealth or possessions. However, when we remember 
that every good thing comes from God, it’s clear that God has an expectation for how we use what we receive. 
Throughout the Bible, God instructs his people to use their resources to bless others. Ask yourself, “Am I holding 
back on my ability to share resources with those who are in need? Why or why not?” Write your answers below. 

26. As you finish out this week’s FIFTEEN, spend some time in prayer. Ask God to reveal ways that you can bless those 
who are in need. Thank him for the success he’s given you in life. Above all, thank him for giving us the ultimate 
treasure, which is eternal life with him. 


