
Week Eight: Episode 08 
Mark 8:22-9:32 
 
Spend FIFTEEN – Day One 
1. What comes to your mind when someone says “suffering”? What comes to mind when someone says “glory”? 

2. Read Mark 8:22-33. This week’s scripture reveals a theme of suffering and glory. Where do you see suffering and 
glory in verses 22-33? 

3. Mark follows the story of physical blindness with evidence of spiritual blindness. Linking both kinds of blindness, 
how is it significant that Jesus healed in stages? 

4. There are several startling aspects in these verses. If you were asked by Jesus, “Who do you say I am?,” what would 
you say? 

5. Why do you think Peter rebuked Jesus? 

6. How do you react to Jesus’ statement that he must suffer, die, and rise again? 

7. No person sees God’s truth all at once. The beauty and glory of Jesus is infinite. End your FIFTEEN asking Jesus to 
open your eyes to more of him and for the courage to embrace his ways as best. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Two 
8. Read Mark 8:34-9:1. Who is Jesus talking to? What wrong idea is Jesus correcting? (See 8:31-32.) 

9. What does Jesus say about suffering? Glory? 

10. What is shocking or hard about Jesus’ statements? 

11. One commentator states, “To deny yourself is to turn away from the idolatry of self-centeredness.” What would 
change in your life if you denied yourself? 

12. Self-denial is not done for its own sake; it must be paired with “take up your cross.” In Roman-occupied Palestine, 
that brought to mind the sight of a condemned man forced to demonstrate his submission to Rome by carrying part of 
his cross through the city to his place of execution. This demonstrated publicly one’s submission and obedience to the 
authority against which he had previously rebelled. How is God asking you to demonstrate your submission and 



obedience? 

13. How does leaving self-centeredness and submitting to God give you life? 

14. Think of the honored people throughout history. Many of them are remembered for their sacrificial lifestyle. Self-
focused suffering is prideful and unproductive. Sacrificial suffering reflects God’s image of giver and lover. End your 
FIFTEEN contemplating where Jesus is calling you to image him well. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Three 
15. How would you describe God’s glory? 

16. Read Mark 9:2-8. What happens to Jesus? How do Peter, James, and John react? 

17. Why do you think Jesus was transfigured? How did it benefit Jesus? How did it benefit the disciples? 

18. How does Peter’s suggestion show again his resistance to suffering? 

19. How does Jesus’ glory shown here transfigure the crucifixion? 

20. Gospel authors point to Jesus’ ultimate glorification as the cross. How can this be true? 

21. If Jesus can transfigure crucifixion into salvation, he can transfigure your suffering into something powerful. End your 
time offering your circumstances to him. As you conclude your FIFTEEN in prayer, ask to see God’s transforming 
work for your growth and his glory. 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Four 
22. Read Mark 9:9-27. What happens to Jesus after his transfiguration? 

23. What is your reaction when you leave a place of God’s vivid presence and enter chaos and discord? 

24. Jesus left the mountaintop with his Father’s assurance of his identity and purpose. What does God say about your 
identity and purpose? 



25. How does this prepare you for the suffering of a broken world? 

26. The disciples were unable to heal the boy. One commentator writes, “It sometimes happens that people get less than 
they hope for from some church or some servant of the church. When that happens they ought to press beyond the 
church to the Master of the church, beyond the servant of Christ to Christ Himself.” How does this help you in your 
suffering? 

27. The boy’s father was not sure Jesus could help. Jesus assured him of both his power and willingness, to which the 
man cries out, “Help me overcome my unbelief.” End your FIFTEEN asking Jesus to reveal your unbelief, especially 
as it relates to suffering. Cry out with the father, “Help me overcome my unbelief.” 

Spend FIFTEEN – Day Five 
28. Has there been a time when you thought you should be able to do something but were unable to do it? What was your 

reaction?  

29. Read Mark 9:28-32. Where do you see suffering? Where do you see glory? 

30. What were the disciples unable to do? 

31. What does Jesus say is the reason? 

32. What does prayer do for the “pray-er”? 

33. In effect, Jesus said, “You don’t live close enough to God.” The disciples had been equipped with power, but they 
needed an engaged relationship with God to use it effectively. What gifts does God give through a vibrant relationship 
that could help battle suffering? 

34. In their rejection of the suffering, the disciples kept missing the promised glory of the resurrection. Moreover, they 
were afraid to ask about it. Have you missed promised glory in your daily grind? Have you been afraid to ask for it? 
End your FIFTEEN connecting to your loving Father in prayer. Do not be afraid to bring him your doubts, questions, 
and needs. Ask him to show you his glory in your daily grind.  

 

  


