
Week Six: Prayers of Power 

Acts 12:1-19 

  

Spend Fifteen – Day One 

1. Read the account of Peter’s rescue in Acts 12:1-19. What one aspect of the account most caught your attention? 

2. Cross-reference to Hebrews 4:14-16. What gives us the right and the confidence to pray in expectation?  

3. What was going on at the time this miracle occurred? What was the impetus for prayer?  

4. Do you think God cared more for Peter than for James who died at the hands of Herod? How do you explain such 

an apparent inequity?  

5. Consider the Biblical counsel of Romans 11:33-36. Summarize the truth of that passage. 

6. What are you praying for right now? Do you pray for “answers” or opportunities? In other words, do you know 

how God should solve your struggle or are you open to His solution? 

7. As you conclude your FIFTEEN in prayer, try giving Him your current struggles and ask Him to help you remain 

open for His solutions.  

Spend Fifteen – Day Two 
8. Define prayer in your own words. 

9. In your opinion, is prayer more of a form of meditation and centering your thoughts on spiritual things or an 

appeal for divine intervention? Explain your answer. 

10. Read Jesus’ comments about prayer in Matthew 6:5-13. What forms of prayer does Jesus call inappropriate? 

11. What would you say to someone who demands that every worship service contain the Lord’s Prayer?  

12. The Psalms of David are great examples of prayers that were intended for public (group) usage. Some prayers are 

intended to be private, or, as Jesus said, prayed in your closet. How do you decide which type of prayer to use?  



13. Give me an example of a “popcorn prayer” in the Bible, i.e., a prayer that is begun by someone in the room and 

others add petitions until someone finishes it. (Hint: there are none. �) Nevertheless, it has become a popular 

form of prayer. How do you feel about it? 

14. As we saw in Matthew 6:5-13, Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer as an example. Finish your FIFTEEN by praying the 

Lord’s Prayer, but personalize it in your own words.  

Spend Fifteen – Day Three 
15. Look again at Acts 12:1-19. The church was in prayer for Peter. Does that mean in the synagogue or individuals 

in the Jewish/Christian community were praying for Peter? What do you think? 

16. Do you think the church should name names in prayer during public worship? Why or why not? Are there 

exceptions?  

17. What did Peter assume was happening in Acts 12:9? Do you think God has ever spoken to you, or prompted you 

to action, in a dream?  

18. Read John 21:18. Do you think Peter was counting on Jesus’ prophesy that he would live to old age? 

19. Not only did Peter find it hard to believe; when he showed up at Mary’s house, no one there could believe it 

either. What “more reasonable” explanation did they offer? 

20. Why do you suppose Peter did not stay at Mary’s house with the other believers? 

21. As you conclude your FIFTEEN, think about the people for whom you rarely pray “in earnest”, i.e., friends, 

neighbors or coworkers who are not in your usual prayers. Then, devote the rest of your time praying earnestly for 

them. 

Spend Fifteen – Day Four 
22. In Acts 12:19, we get a sense of how serious the consequence was for allowing a prisoner to escape. What does 

this imply concerning the guards at the tomb of Jesus on Easter morning? For insight read Matthew 28:11-15. 

23. Who do you know who is a person of prayer? Describe why you feel that way about them. Are you considered a 

prayerful person? 

24. Do you keep a prayer list of people or issues for which you are praying?  



25. Are you more inclined to pray extemporaneously or follow more of a ritual by praying at certain times of the day?  

26. In recalling the Lord’s prayer, you will notice there is an introduction, seven petitions and then a conclusion. Are 

most of the petitions about physical needs or spiritual needs? Do the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer reflect the 

priorities of your prayer life? 

27.  What is your preferred posture in prayer? Do you fold your hands and bow your head? Do you kneel? Do you 

raise your hand in prayer? Do you cross your chest as a reminder that only through the cross do you have access 

to God’s throne of grace? Is posture important or not important to you? 

28. End your FIFTEEN in prayer by shaking up your usual routine. However you usually prefer to pray, chose a 

different posture. Stand if you usually sit, etc.  

Spend Fifteen – Day Five 
29. Do you pray more for others or for yourself? How do you feel about the balance of focus in your prayer life?  

30. The catechism says, “God gives daily bread indeed without our prayer, also to all the wicked, but we pray in this 

petition (the fourth), that He would lead us to know it and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.” How 

often do you remember to thank God for blessings? 

31. Some teach children to use the acronym A.C.T.S.:  (i.e. Adoration – Confession – Thanksgiving – Solicitation). Is 

that helpful?  Why or why not? 

32. Do you think it is helpful to teach memorized prayers for children to use at mealtimes and bedtimes? Why or why 

not?  

33. Do you believe God is all powerful? Do you believe God has your best interests at heart? Do you believe Jesus 

Christ gives you the absolute right to expect God’s favor? If you believe all of those things to be true, what do you 

need to take to the Lord in prayer?  

34. As you finish your FIFTEEN in prayer, confess those times when you have not believed the things listed in the 

previous question. Conclude by acknowledging those truths about Him.  

  

 


